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Students visit SIUC from across the sea
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CARBOMDALE — Kate Cruz did not come to the
United States on vacation. She came to become a
more responsible member of the media.

Cruz, a junior in speech communication from the
University of the Philippines-Diliman, is part of the
Summer Institute on the MNew Media

The program, which has been at SIUC for 14 years,
brings students from Asian countries and teaches
them about government, media and culture in the
United States.

This year, students come from Malaysia, Indonesia
Photographer Codell Redriguez / The w and the Philippines. The program is funded through a

Southern 31U Vice Chancellor for grant fram the Fulbright-Hays Act.
Student Affairz Larry Distz talke with students vizitng for )
the U.S. Institute on Mew Media on Tussday, Jun3 29, at The students arrived Saturday and attended
the D Rich d Center. - .
un REnmen et buy this phota a welcome reception Tuesday at the Dunn-Richmond

Center. The students heard from SIU President
Glenn Paoshard earlier in the day and heard from officials such as SIUC Chancellor Rita Cheng and Mayor
Brad Cole at the Dunn-Richmond Center.

Cruz said she hopes to learn more about the relationship between politics and the media to improve her
blog. She said she is also looking forward to events on the agenda that involve working with the Boys and
Girls Club of Carbondale and local senior citizens centers. But mostly she is “hoping to learn about the
interaction between politics and the media.”

The students will visit local media outlets and governments and learn about media and politics from SIUC
faculty.

The students will visit Springfield, St. Louis and Washington, D.C_, before returning home.

Joann Yeong, a junior in international relations at the Mational University of Malaysia, said she hopes to
become a diplomat, and the institute i1s an excellent opportunity to learn more about the United States.

Sabina Wong, a senior in public relations at Tunku Abdul Rahman College in Malaysia, said it is a great
way to learn more about new media.

‘Especially since Amer-ica is a pioneer in most things, it's a very good opportunity to come here,” Waong
said.

M. Kiki Wardana, a senior in applied linguistics at the State University of Medan in Indonesia. said he sees
the institute as a way to share ideas.

“We can share many things,” Wardana said, “especially culture ”

He said he hopes to come back after the institute and work on a master's degree. He said after seeing the
campus, SIUC is a strong candidate for his graduate studies.

John Foster, retired SIUC political science professor and organizer of the visit, said it is a great way to build
friendships overseas.

It's a way to know people from other cultures and other countries,” Foster said.
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